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A few teachers impact us in a way that transforms us forever. What makes this 

happen? Why is the impact of one teacher like an itch that won’t go away, while another 

teacher’s impact is more like an Alka Seltzer that’s lost its fizz? What makes the 

difference? In other words, what moves informative teaching into transformative 

teaching? 

Though some of us may not be called to formal teaching, in one way or another 

all of us are teachers. God has assigned each of us the task of teaching others. We teach 

our children, our grandchildren, and at times even our parents and our grandparents. We 

teach in Sunday school classes. We teach in Christian schools and in the public schools. 

We teach at our jobs. We may even teach in the political arena. In fact, when we study 

anything, in reality we are teaching ourselves. So in one way or another, teaching is the 

lifeblood of all of us. That’s why our Lord left us with His Great Commission, “All 

authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples 

of all the nations, baptizing them . . . [and] teaching them to do all that I commanded you; 

and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:18-20). Teaching is 

built into the very foundation of our Christian faith. So if we are serious about the Lord’s 

Great Commission, we will be praying that our teaching will transform others. 

So what is teaching that transforms? Teaching that transforms first and foremost 

begins with you as a teacher. God has chosen to use people. And that means you. Dr. 

Howard Hendricks, one of this generation’s truly great teachers, put it like this, “The 

effective teacher always teaches from the overflow of a full life. . . . Your success in your 

calling as an effective teacher depends . . . on you as a person, and most strategically on 

your openness to God’s power in your life. The key is not what you do for God but what 

you allow him to do through you. God wants to use you as his catalyst—and as you let 

him transform and renew your thinking, you’ll be ready for his use” (Howard Hendricks, 

Teaching to Change Lives [Sisters, OR: Multnomah Publishers, 1987], 130). So, in the 

final analysis, we are always teaching, sometimes even with our lips. The teacher 

precedes the teaching. 

Second, teaching that transforms focuses on your students, whoever they might 

be. Your personal relationship with your students will determine how much they want to 

learn from you. Again, Hendricks nailed it, “No one cares what you know until they 

know that you care” (90). With our students growing up in our anti-Christian culture, and 

therefore an anti-person culture, you can bet that we need to earn the right to be heard. 

When love is felt, the message is heard. In other words, if we’re going to become 

teachers who transform, we’ll need to build relational bridges over which the truth can 

move. 

And finally, teaching that transforms converges on causing others to learn. God’s 

truth is an explosive agent, designed for the purpose of destroying every hostile 

worldview, while also constructing a biblical worldview (cf. 2 Cor. 10:3-6). But if this is 

the divine design, the human response must be a commitment to causing others to learn, a 
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passion for communicating the truth of God. The Old Testament contains twelve different 

words for “teaching,” while the New Testament contains another seventeen different 

words for “teaching.” In both testaments, the underlying meaning is “to cause others to 

learn.” In other words, if my students haven’t learned, then I haven’t taught. Maybe that’s 

why James warns us of the seriousness of the teaching ministry, “Not many of you should 

become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with 

greater strictness [at the judgment seat of Christ]” (James 3:1; 2 Cor. 5:9-11). 

In conclusion, teaching that transforms is founded on a threefold commitment: a 

transformed teacher who loves his or her students, a teacher who also loves the truth, and 

a teacher who is devoted to causing others to learn—by any possible means at hand, 

unless the means are unbiblical, immoral, or illegal. And remember: God’s teachers are 

eternally itchy teachers. 


