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1. The Lord Jesus predicted that He would build His Church: “I will build My Church [future 

tense]; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it” (Matt. 16:18). 

 

2. The Church was born on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-47): 

 

a. The Church is “a mystery,” not revealed in the O.T.: (1) Jews and Gentiles as fellow 

heirs and fellow members of the Body of Christ, and fellow members of the promise in 

Christ through the gospel (Eph. 3:1-12); (2) Christ indwelling each believer (Col. 1:24-

27; 2:1-3, 10-19; 3:4, 11; 4:2-4); (3) the Church as the Bride of Christ (Eph. 5:22-32; 

6:19-20); (4) the Rapture of the Church (1 Cor. 15:50-58; cf. 1 Thess. 4:13-18); (5) the 

final salvation/deliverance of the remnant of Israel: “a partial hardening has happened to 

Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and then all Israel will be saved” 

(Rom. 11:17-26ff.; cf. Luke 21:20-24); and (6) on the nature of a biblical “mystery,” see 

Rom. 16:25-26; Eph. 3:4-5, 9; Col. 1:25-27ff.; etc. 

 

b. The Church is founded on Christ’s finished work on the cross and His resurrection, as 

well as His lordship over the Church: “. . . I will build My Church; and the gates of 

Hades will not overpower it” (Matt. 16:13-21ff.; 18:15-35; cf. Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:20-

23; 4:7-14; Col. 1:18; etc.). 

 

c. The Church is grounded on Christ and His Apostles: “[the Church is God’s household,] 

having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself 

being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing 

into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling 

of God in the Spirit” (Eph. 2:20-22). 

 

d. The Church is empowered for a unified ministry for the Lord Jesus (e.g., spiritual gifts, 

etc.) by the baptism of the Spirit, a spiritual ministry never mentioned in the O.T. (1 

Cor. 12:11-14ff.; cf. Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:5; 2:1-4; 10:44-46; 11:15-16; 15:6-11ff.; 

Rom. 6:3-7ff.; Gal. 3:27-28; Eph. 4:7-14; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; etc.). 

 

3. The Church is made up of Gentiles who are grafted into Israel’s “own olive tree” (Rom. 11:16-

24, esp. 24). 

 

4. The Church is made up of Jews and Gentiles who have been made into “one new man” [hena 

kainon anthrōpon]: (11) Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who 

are called “Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh 

by human hands—(12) remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded 
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from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 

and without God in the world. (13) But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have 

been brought near by the blood of Christ. (14) For He Himself is our peace, who made both 

groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, (15) by abolishing in His flesh 

the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He 

might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace, (16) and might reconcile them 

both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity” (Eph. 2:11-

16). 

 

N.B. 

 

The word for “new” in Ephesians 2:15 is the Greek term kainos, which is used in the Greek 

N.T. forty-two times; it carries the idea of “new” in form or quality, of a different nature from 

what is contrasted with the old. It is not the term neos, which carries the idea of “new” in terms 

of time itself; i.e., recent. Rather, kainos is “new” in contrast with something “old,” like the 

“New” Covenant in contrast to the “Old” Covenant (Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25; 2 Cor. 3:6; Heb. 

8:8); also, “new” in the sense of “unused,” like the “new” wineskins that can hold “new” wine 

(Matt. 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:38) or a “new” tomb (Matt. 27:60); also “new” in the sense of 

unknown or strange (e.g., “new teaching” in Mark 1:27; Acts 17:19). 

 

5. The Church is distinguished in the N.T. from two other groups: “Jews, Greeks, and the Church 

of God” (1 Cor. 10:32); this threefold distinction is not used in the O.T., before the birth of the 

Church on the Day of Pentecost. 

 

6. The term “Israel” is never used in the Bible for the term “Church” or vice versa. The term 

“church” [ekklēsia] is used a total of 114 times in the N.T. 

 

  For example, Ekklēsia is used a total of 20 times in the Book of Revelation: 

 

• Ekklēsia is used 19 times in Rev. 1—3 and 1 more time in Rev. 22:16. 

 

• Of the 20 times ekklēsia is used in the Book of Rev., it is used 7 times in the singular in 

Rev. 2—3 (2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14). 

 

• Further, of the 20 times ekklēsia is used in the Book of Rev., it is used 13 times in the 

plural in Rev. 1—3, plus one more time in Rev. 22:16 (1:4, 11, 20 [2x]; 2:7, 11, 17, 23, 

29; 3:6, 13, 22; 22:16). 

 

• But ekklēsia is never used in Rev. 4—21, especially in Rev. 6—18, referring to the 

Great Tribulation. On the Great Tribulation, see Deut. 4:30; 31:29; Isa. 2:12ff.; 34:1—

35:10; Jer. 30:1-7ff.; Dan. 12:1-3; Amos 5:18-20; Joel 1:1—3:21; Zeph. 1:1—3:20; 

Matt. 24:15-22; 1 Thess. 5:1-11; 2 Thess. 2:1-12; etc. 


