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• INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The Abrahamic Covenant is God's sovereign, gracious, unilateral, and, therefore, eternal 

treaty agreement [i.e., contract] with the nation of Israel as a corporate or ethnic people, 

binding the nation to God in the past, the present, and the future, in other words, an 

eternal bond. 

 

2. This covenant, therefore, does not speak directly to the individual Israelite [i.e.,  the 

Hebrew or Jew] as such; that was a matter of individual and personal faith in God’s 

special revelation concerning His Messiah, the content of faith being based on the 

progressive revelation of God up to the time that any particular Israelite lived (cf. Gen. 

15:6; also quoted and applied in Rom. 4:3, 22; Gal. 3:6; Jms. 2:23). 

 

 

I. THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT IS THE FOUNDATIONAL COVENANT IN 

SCRIPTURE. 

 

A. The covenant was originally granted to Abraham himself. 

 

1. God sovereignly and graciously "called" Abraham when he was in Ur of the 

Chaldees (Gen. 12:1-3, 7; 15:7; cf., Deut. 7:6-7; Acts 7:2-3ff; Heb. 11:8ff; etc.). 

 

a. The nature of the covenant involved three basic components: (1) land, 

which is literal [Gen. 13:14-17; 15:18-21; etc.]; (2) seed [descendants], 

which is eternal [Gen. 13:1516; 15:1-6; etc.]; and (3) blessing, which is 

ultimately unconditional [Gen. 15:7-18; etc.]. 

 

b. The extent of the blessing is threefold (Gen. 12:1-3): (1) personal 

blessing, to Abraham; (2) national blessings, to his seed; and (3) 

universal, to the whole world (cf. Gal. 

3:8, 16; etc.). 

 

 N.B. 

 

The magnitude of the Abrahamic Covenant is reflected in the "anti-Semitic clause" in Gen. 

12:3a [NASB], "I will bless those who bless you, and the one who  

curses you I will curse" (cf. Gen. 27:29b; Num. 24:9b). 

 

2. God later confirmed "the call" to Abraham after his separation from his nephew 

Lot (Gen. 13:14-17). 

 

3. God Himself then ratified [“cut”] the covenant (Gen. 15:1-21). 
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a. The requirement of the covenant was faith alone (v. 6; cf. Rom. 4:1-5; 

Gal. 3:5-6). 

 

b. The [ultimate] fulfillment of the covenant is unconditionally and 

unilaterally guaranteed (vv. 7-17). 

 

c. The character of the covenant included: (1) blessing: God as Abraham's 

shield [cf. 14:1-15] and great reward [cf. 14:16-24] (v. 1); (2) seed: 

innumerable descendants (vv. 2-5); and (3) land: an eternal inheritance 

(vv. 7-8ff., 18-21). 

 

4. God imprinted the covenant with an outward "sign" or token on Abraham and 

his household: circumcision (Gen. 17:1-27; cf. Rom. 4:9-25; Jms. 2:14-26). 

 

B. The covenant was further confirmed to Abraham's son Isaac [not Ishmael] (Gen. 26:2-5, 

23-25). 

 

C. The covenant was finally reconfirmed to Isaac's son Jacob [not Esau] (Gen. 28:13-15; 

35:9-15). 

 

D. The covenant was confirmed over and over again throughout Israel's history, in spite of 

her persistent lawlessness against and disloyalty to the stipulations of God's Mosaic 

Covenant [i.e., the Law of Moses; cf. Exod. 19:5-6; Amos 3:2; etc.].  Some of these 

confirmations were: 

 

1. God confirmed the covenant to enslaved Israel (Exod. 2:23-25). 

 

2. God again confirmed the covenant to Moses (Exod. 6:2-8; 32:11-14; Lev. 

26:40-42; Deut. 34:4; etc.). 

 

3. God confirmed the covenant once again to David ( Ps. 105:7-12; etc.). 

 

4. God further confirmed the covenant to Israel when she faced the Syrians in battle 

(2 Kings 13:22-23). 

 

5. And even up to and  through the final period of Old Testament history, the 

post-captivity community, God still maintained and confirmed the covenant 

(Neh. 9:7-8; 1 Chron. 16:15-19; 2 Chron. 20:7-8; etc.). 

 

E. The covenant was announced in the New Testament as coming into its initial 

fulfillment, while still pointing forward to its final and complete fulfillment. Some of 

these announcements are: 

 

1. Angels announced the dawning of the covenant when the Messiah was born 

(Luke 1:4-55, 68-73). 
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2. The Messiah Himself, as well as the Apostle Paul, announced the resurrection 

that accompanies the covenant (Matt. 22:23-33; Acts 26:6-8). 

 

3. Paul expounded the eternal nature of the covenant, especially in its relationship 

to the temporary Mosaic Covenant (Gal. 3:15-18). 

 

4. Paul also explained the relationship of the covenant to the final national [ethic] 

salvation/deliverance of Israel: “. . . and then all Israel [i.e., the remnant] shall be 

saved” (Rom. 11:26; cf. 11:25-29; also on the present believing “remnant” of 

Israel/messianic Jews [contra Gentiles], see Matt. 19:27-30; Luke 22:24-30; 

Acts 1:6-7f.; Rom. 2:17-29; 11:1-6ff.; Gal 6:16; etc.; in addition, on the future 

believing “remnant” of Israel, see Rom. 11:23-32ff.; Rev. 7:1-8; 11:1-14; 12:1-

17; 14:1-5; also, Ezek. 40—48; etc.). 

 

5. The author of The Book of Hebrews demonstrated how the covenant became the 

founding assurance of personal salvation in the era of the New Covenant (Heb. 

6:13-20). 

 

II. THE ABRAHAMIC COVENANT IS SO VITAL TO THE REDEMPTIVE PLAN OF 

GOD THAT IT IS AMPLIFIED IN THREE OTHER SUBCOVENANTS OR 

RENEWALS. 

 

A. The land component of the Abrahamic Covenant is amplified in the Mosaic Covenant 

Renewal [The Book of Deuteronomy]: Israel is to be blessed in the land “in the latter 

days,” following her final worldwide dispersion [diaspora] and ingathering (Deut. 

30:1-10; on “the latter days,” see Deut. 4:30; 31:29; also see Gen. 49:1ff.; Num. 

24:14ff.). 

 

N.B. 

 

For “the latter days” [acharith hayamim] as a technical prophetic and 

eschatological term [i.e., the Messianic Days/Times]. see Isa. 2:2 // Micah 4:1; Jer. 

23:20; 48:47; 49:39; Ezek. 38:8, 16; Dan. 2:28; 10:14; Hos. 3:5; cf. Amos 9:13-15; Hos. 

2:23; etc. 

 

For the final boundaries of the promised land in “the latter days,” under the millennial 

rule of Jesus the Messiah, see Gen. 13:14-17; 15:18-21; Num. 34:1-15; Josh. 13:1-6, 

esp. 4; Ezek. 47:13-23. 

 

N.B. 

 

The Bible speaks of just three dispersions and three ingatherings in the history of Israel: 

(1) the dispersion to and ingathering from Egypt during the time of the Patriarchs and 

Moses (see Gen. 15:13-16; 37:1—50:26; Exod. 1:1—15:21; Acts 7:1-36ff ); (2) the 

dispersion to and ingathening from both Assyria and Babylon during the period of the 

divided kingdom [i.e., the northern kingdom of Israel taken into captivity by the 

Assyrians in 722/21 B.C.; the southern kingdom of Judah taken into the 70 year 
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captivity by the Babylonians beginning in 606 B.C.; the return from Persia at the end of 

the 70 year captivity beginning in 536 B.C., with “the believing remnant” both from the 

Babylonian Captivity as well as the Assyrian Captivity] (see 2 Kings 17:1-41; 18:9-12; 

2 Kings 23:34—25:30; 2 Chron. 36: 5-23; Ezra; Neh.; Esther; Pss. 126; 137; Jer. 25—

29; Dan. 1; 9; Haggai; Zech.; Mal.; etc.); and (3) the dispersion into all the nations by 

the Romans in A.D. 70 (predicted by the Lord in Luke 21:20-24; etc.) and the final 

ingathering in “the latter/last days” in two phases. 

 

N.B. 

 

The first phase of Israel's final, national ingathering will be in unbelief in preparation for 

the curse of “the time of Jacob's trouble”/The Great Tribulation (see Jer. 30:1-7ff; Ezek 

20:33-44; Zech. 13:7-9; Matt. 24:15-28ff.; 2 Thess. 2:1-12; Rev. 6—18, esp. 12:1-17; 

etc.). 

 

The second phase of Israel's final, national ingathering will be in belief in preparation 

for the blessing of the Messianic Kingdom, the fulfillment of all the messianic promises, 

especially related to the Abrahamic Covenant (see Jer. 30:8-11 ff ; Ezek. 20:40-44; 

36:1—39:29; Zech. 14:1-20; Matt. 24:29-31ff.; Rev. 19:1—22:21; etc.). 

 

B. The seed [descendant] component of the Abrahamic Covenant is amplified in the 

Davidic Covenant: David's greater Son, the Messiah Himself, will reign on the throne of 

David forever (2 Sam. 7:8-16; Ps. 89:1-4, 19-37; 1 Chron. 17:7-14; cf. Matt. 1:1, 6, 

16-17; 2:1-23; Luke 1:26-38; Ps. 110; etc.). 

 

N.B. 

 

A covenant involving a king and his kingdom was foreseen by God Himself (Gen. 

17:6ff, 15-16ff.; 35:9-12ff.; 49:8-10ff.; Num. 24:17-19; Deut. 17:14-20; cf. Exod. 

15:18; Judges 8:22-23; 1 Sam. 8:1-22; 10: 17-27; etc.). 

 

N.B. 

 

The Davidic Covenant appears in three different O.T. contexts: (1) the historic granting 

of the covenant to David himself (2 Sam. 7:1-17ff.): (2) the poetic application of the 

covenant to an unknown Davidic king (Ps. 89: 1-52, esp. 1-4ff, 18-39ff, 49-52); and (3) 

the post-captivity historic application in anticipation of David's greater Son, the Messiah 

Himself (1 Chron. 17:1-15ff.; cf. “the Prince” or “Ruler”/Nagid in 5:1-2; 11:2; 28:4; Isa. 

55:4; Dan. 9:25; plus Gen. 49:8-12). 

 

N.B. 

 

The role of the Messianic King is based on the Davidic model: (1) He is to be a 

Warrior-King (Gen. 3:15; Exod. 15:3, 18; 1 Sam. 8:20; 17; cf. Rom. 16:20; 1 Cor. 

15:20-28; Rev. 19:1-21; etc.); (2) from the human perspective, “a Man after God's own 

heart” (1 Sam. 13:13-14; 16: 1ff., 11-13; cf. Acts 7:46; 13:22; etc.); and (3) from the 

divine perspective, “a prophetic anointing” [i.e., “Messiah”] (1 Sam. 16:13; 2 Sam. 2:4;  
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5:3; Pss. 2; 110; etc.). 

 

C. The blessing component of the Abrahamic Covenant is amplified in the New Covenant: 

Israel and Judah's personal and worldwide blessings will be ushered in “in the latter 

days,” in the presence of the Messiah Himself (Jer. 31:31-37; cf. Isa. 59:20-21; Jer. 

32:37-40; 33:19-26; Ezek. 16:60-63; 36: 22-28; 37:21-28; Mal. 3:6; also, Isa. 54:9-10; 

etc.). This is when the believing remnant, “the natural branches [will] be grafted back 

into their own olive tree” (Rom. 11:24), when “all Israel [the final believing remnant] 

will be saved” (Rom. 11:26). 

 

N. B. 

 

Of course, all of the covenants in the Bible were made with Israel—not one with the 

Gentiles (see Rom. 9:1-5, esp. 4; Eph. 2:11-12). 

 

But God, in His grace, has brought the Gentiles near to Himself “by the blood of the 

Messiah” (Eph. 2:13-22, esp. 13). Jesus the Messiah is the ratifying New Covenant 

sacrifice for all who put their faith in Him and His finished, completed work on the 

cross (see Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:3-8; etc.; and of course, John 3:16-18; 5:24; Rom. 3:9-31; 

etc.). This is the New Covenant that Paul and the writer of The Book of Hebrews 

expound as “the better covenant” and “the eternal covenant” (see 2 Cor. 3:1-18; Heb. 

7:18-28; 8:6-13; 9:1-20; 10:1-29; 12:22-24; 13:20-21; etc.). 

 

In fact, whenever we celebrate the Lord's Supper [i.e., the Communion, the Eucharist], 

we remember and rejoice in His death and resurrection on our behalf—we bless and 

glorify God in light of the New Covenant (see Matt. 26:17-30; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 

22:7-22; 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:17-34). 

 

• SUMMARY 

 

In summary then, it becomes obvious that the Abrahamic Covenant, as well as each of 

the sub-covenants, all find their ultimate and total fulfillment in our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ: He alone is the Seed of Abraham, David's greater Son, who will sit on the 

Davidic throne, reigning from the land of Israel and city of Jerusalem, bestowing His 

blessings on all who have trusted in Him and thereby entered His glorious and eternal 

Kingdom! This is exactly what our Lord taught His disciples during His forty day post- 

resurrection ministry and this is exactly what they understood Him to be teaching, 

except He did not reveal to them when the timing of the  “restoring the kingdom to 

Israel” (Acts 1:6-8; on the phrase “times and epochs” used by the Lord in Acts 1:7, see 1 

Thess. 5:1ff.). 

 

 N.B. 

 

When God wanted to emphasize the eternal nature of the land promises of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, He chose the strongest “everlasting” word in the Hebrew language, a phrase used to 

describe God’s perpetuity and eternality: min olam v’ad olam /“from everlasting to everlasting,” 

normally a phrase pertaining to God alone, as well as to His eternal nature (e.g., “the eternal 



 6 

blessedness of God” in 1 Chron. 16:36; “the eternality of God’s lovingkindness” in Ps. 90:2; 

God’s kingdom as existing “for all ages to come” in the Aramaic equivalent in Dan. 7:18). 

 

The only two exceptions of this phrase referring to God alone are references to Israel’s eternal 

possession of the land promises of the Abrahamic Covenant: “. . . I will let you dwell in this 

place, in the land that I gave to your fathers for ever and ever (Jer. 7:7, NASB). Israel will 

“dwell on the land which the LORD has given to you and your forefathers for ever and ever” (Jer. 

25:5, NASB). Again, it is to be noticed that these prophetic words of Jeremiah come on the 

heels of centuries of Israel’s covenant infidelity, disobedience, idolatry, and rebellion! 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

1. It is not surprising, therefore, that the One who alone fulfills the Abrahamic Covenant as 

well as all other covenants—Yeshua, our Messiah, Savior, and Lord—bears the dual 

and complementary Messianic titles of “The Lion that is from the Tribe of Judah, the 

root of David” (Rev. 5:5, NASB) and “The Lamb in the center of the throne” (Rev. 7:17, 

NASB). 

 

2. Therefore, He alone is worthy of our eternal worship: 
 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory 

and blessing (Rev. 5:12, NASB).After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one 

could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out with a 

loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb” Rev. 7:9-10, NASB). 

 

3. His marriage celebration is the one thing to which we look forward: 
 

The I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, 

saying: “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and be glad and give glory 

to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready.”  It was given to her 

to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  Then 

he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” And he 

said to me, “These are true words of God.”  Then I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, "Do 

not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship 

God.  For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy" (Rev. 19:6-10, NASB). 

 

4. No wonder the eternal city and order, which will be our eternal home, will not have any 

need for created temple or light: 

 
I saw no temple in [the eternal, holy city], for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 

And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and 

its lamp is the Lamb (Rev. 21:22-23, NASB). 

 

5. Has this holy vision captured our hearts and minds, and thrust us into all out 

commitment to follow Him, sacrificing our all in love and service for the Lamb 

Himself? Anything less is not worthy of the Lamb! 
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Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb, in the middle of [the eternal city's] street; on either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing 

twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 

nations. There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His 

bondservants will serve Him. they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. And there 

will no longer be any night; and they will not have any need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, 

because the Lord God will illumine them, and they will reign forever and ever (Rev. 22:1-5, NASB). 


